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Hi everyone! CHITBIE. HIETA !

Summer is here and the weather has gotten very
hot. Don't forget to drink lots of water, stay cool, and
protect yourself from the sun and mosquitos!

In June, my dad traveled from Taiwan to visit me for
a week. Together, we tried Kobe beef for the first
time, biked around Lake Biwa, and saw the famous
Himeji Castle. He also had the opportunity to visit
all three Oyodo elementary schools to observe my
English classes and see what school life in Japan
is like. He really enjoyed meeting everyone - from
talking with the school principals, vice principals,
and teachers, to interacting with students during
my English classes. It was a lot of fun! Thank you
to everyone who greeted him and talked with him,
making him feel welcome here. Im glad he was able
to see firsthand what my life in Oyodo has been like
this past year. Next, for my 23rd birthday, | went to
Mitsue with my friends to see the fireflies. It was so
beautiful and felt like a dream.

Sadly, | must announce that this will be my last
month working in Oyodo. In August, | will be returning
to my fam|l?/ in America. My Year here went by so
quickly! | still remember when | first arrived in Oyodo
last August - excited, nervous, and unsure what
the year ahead would hold. Now, it's almost over.
Time flies! Oyodo is such a wonderful town and the
people here are so warm and friendly. | met so many

ood people here, and had the chance to talk with
riendly Oyodo residents at English conversation
classes, restaurants, stores, the post office, kendo
club, and more. It has been such a E,Ieasure to work
alongside the caring and hardworking elementary
school teachers here, and to teach such cute, fun,
smart, and energetic kids. You guys are the best! |
encourage you all to continue studying English and
travel abroad someday too. It's truly a life-changing
and enriching experience - you will grow and learn
a lot about yourself, experience a new culture, and
meet new friends from around the world.

I'm truly thankful for the kindness everyone in Oyodo
has shown me. Thank you for welcoming me to your
town. It's been such a wonderful ]year and I'll never
forget all the great memories and friendships | made
here. Please take care everyone. See you again!

Love, Debbie
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