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Hello!

| hope everyone is doing well and had a fun-filled
Golden Week! It's been about a month since the
new school year began in April. While the schoo
year begins in April in Japan, it starts in September
in America. (After a long summer vacation-usually
students forget a lot of what they learned from the
previous school year!) In mid-April, Caroline and |
held a special cooking class for our adult English
conversation class. | taught the students how
to make some of my favorite American holiday
dishes--green bean casserole and brownies. Yum!
During spring vacation, two of my college friends
came to visit me from America. It was their
first time in Japan and they were impressed by
Japanese culture and customs. For example, they
noticed how polite Japanese people are, how
clean all the trains and streets are, and how much
history there is here. It's very different fromm where
we came from. | took them to see Nara, Osaka,
Kyoto, and Mt. Koya, and they really enjoyed all the
Japanese food and historical sights. Some of their
favorite places were Todaiji Temple, the monkey
park in Arashiyama, and the village of Asuka.

Now that May is here, Mother's Day is just around
the corner. Take this time to thank your mom for
all she's done for you and show her how much you
love and appreciate her. | haven't seen my mom in
almost a year, and | miss her a lot. | can't wait to
see her when she comes to visit in July!

Well, | hope everyone is enjoying the warmer days.
In the midst of our busy everyday lives, don't forget
to slow down and enjoy the little things around
yOou.
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