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Hello, | hope everyone has been staying warm.
Winter is almost over!

A ot has happened this year already. In January, |
saw the dazzling fireworks and mountain burning at
the Yamayaki in Nara City. | also participated in the
Totsukawa Ekiden, and ran my fastest Bkm time
ever! However, my leg has been hurting since then,
so I'm taking a break from running for a while.

In February, | went to Yoshino Yama to see the
Setsubun festivities. After learning about these
traditions in my high school Japanese class, | was
excited to finally try pounding mochi and throwing
beans at the demons myself! It was a great
experience. | also went to Hokkaido for the Sapporo
Snow Festival with Caroline. We saw the magnificent
snow sculptures in Odori Park, ate sweets at the
Shiroi Koibito Park, and explored the historical village
of Hokkaido. Dionne had strongly encouraged me to
go to this snow festival, and I'm so glad | did!

It's nearing the end of the school year now, and that
means spring is just around the corner. This month,
my sixth graders will be graduating and moving
onto the next step in their life. | feel sad saying
goodbye to them, but am also proud of all their hard
work. Endings are just new beginnings, and a new
adventure awaits them. Good luck in middle schoaol,
sixth graders!
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