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Happy New Year! | hope you all had a wonderful
holiday season. As | mentioned last time, | decided
to go to Thailand over vacation to volunteer. It was
a lot of fun! The living conditions were interesting,
but the countryside was very beautiful and warm.
However, my neighbor found a scorpion next to his
bed, and | saw a few giant centipedes on the roads.
Eek. Some other, friendly, animals included a cat,
dogs, and multiple wild chickens. The farmhands were
constantly chasing the chickens away.

Overall, our Christmas celebration was great. | made
vegan chocolate cake and the kids celebrated their
birthdays all at once. Then came the presents; | ve
never wrapped so many. There were at least three for
every child. And even though they were all wrapped
with newspaper, the kids were very happy.

We also did many other activities such as caroling
and cutting snowflakes to celebrate. One game they
played involved climbing a greased bamboo pole to
retrieve candy. The poles were roughly 30 feet tall.
Not many of the kids made it to the top. The ones
who did were very impressive.

However, now vacation is over and the focus shifts
to other winter activities. Debbie and | will be heading
to the Sapporo Snow Festival this month. It's my
second time going, but Debbie’ s first. | hope it s nice
weather during our trip.

It' s also time to think about Valentine s Day. In
America we celebrate by giving chocolates to many
people, both male and female. Men are often the big
gift givers in a romantic relationship and often end the
night with a nice dinner out.

Kids, however, are adorable at this time. They make
small mailboxes at school and take valentine” s cards
with them to give to their classmates. They often
have funny and cute sayings on them. They also give
and receive candy.

Well, until next time have fun, stay warm, and happy
Valentine' s Day.
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