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Hi everyone,

Happy New Year!! | hope you all had a fun and
relaxing winter vacation. A lot has happened since
my last diary entry. In November, | saw the beautiful
kouyou in Kyoto, Osaka, and Tenkawa. It was
breathtaking to see. After seeing all the beautiful
red, orange, and yellow colors of kouyou, | think
autumn is my new favorite season.

| had my first Parent Day at Kibougaoka, and
enjoyed the school festival/bazaar afterwards. |
bought a nice winter jacket for only 100 yen! | was
also lucky enough to see the Emperor of Japan
when he passed through Oyodo in mid-November. It
was a rare opportunity, and | was glad | was able to
see him.

| celebrated American Thanksgiving with other ALT
friends in Totsukawa. We all gathered and cooked
food together, and had a big Thanksgiving feast-
-with turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes, pumpkin
pie, and more! | was so full afterwards. Finally, | ran
in the Osaka Great Santa Run on November 30,
my first running event in Japan. | plan to run in the
l‘l’o'ltﬁukawa Relay Race this month too. Wish me
uck!

In December, | finished up my first semester of
teaching in Japan, and celebrated Christmas in
Tokyo. It was my first Christmas away from home.
This is also my first time experiencing a real winter,
since | grew up in California where it's always warm.
[t's been very cold in Oyodo, but Il do my best and
hang in there until spring!

My New Year's resolutions for 2015 is to run at
least three times a week. | want to start living a
healtghier lifestyle! What are your goals for this new
year”
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