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Hello everyone! Nashi no oto desu. | hope you
are all excited about summer vacation. | know | am
definitely ready for some new adventures. This year
will most likely be my last year in Japan so | will do
my best to make the most of it. | have only been as
far Hiroshima, but | hope to explore more southern
areas of Japan like Kyushu and Okinawa. | will let you
know how it was when | get back!

Summer is not only an excellent time for travelling.
[t is also a great time to go to sport competitions.
Marissa and | are both members of the Nara
JETs Ultimate Frisbee Team. We recently had a
competition at Tajima province in northern Hyogo
Prefecture. Ultimate Frisbee teams from all over
Japan gathered to test their skills. This was my first
year on the team, so | was extremely nervous but
excited. Watching the other teams practice was
very intimidating. Everyone was wearing matching
uniforms, running training drills and looking very
professional. In spite of the odds, we were determined
to do our best and have a great time! The weather
may have been hot, but the sky was cloudy and the
wind was low; perfect conditions for an Ultimate
Frisbee match. Music was blasting across the entire
field and each match was enhanced by the beat of
every song. Every match felt like an epic battle. We
won a few matches but lost even more. We definitely
did not give up without a fight. In the end we placed
2nd in our bracket and went home with smiles on our
faces.

The Tajima Ultimate Frisbee tournament is a
great opportunity to make friends with both JET
and Japanese participants. Yet, | would have say
that absolute best part about the tournament was
making great memories with the leaving JETs,
especially Marissa. She has been my absolute best
friend since moving to Japan and has truly made
living here a great experience. As sad as | am to see
her leave, | am excited about her bright future. Please
send good wishes to Marissa as she moves on to
her next journey in life. We will miss you Marissalll
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